
 
 
 

 
PROTECTING A VALUABLE ASSET 

OUR TREES 
 

There is a concern for the health and longevity of our trees in the Hills Highlands 
Communities.  Three known invasive insects are in surrounding towns and will eventually 
migrate to Hills Highlands and attack our beautiful trees. Many of the trees in Hills 
Highlands are the prime target for these insects. 

The Landscaping Committee would like to provide some information and resources to 
help in this effort to protect the beautiful, well established trees in our neighborhoods.   



 
 
 

Emerald Ash Borer 
DESCRIPTION  

Adult beetles are typically bright metallic green and about 8.5 millimeters (.33 in) long and 1.6 millimeters (.063 in) wide.  

 
A sign of ash borer is canopy thinning. 

 

As the attack progresses on ash trees , the bark continues to crack and the upper ash 
canopy shows signs of thinning.  As the canopy dies back, epicormic shoots may appear 
at the base of the tree or on the trunk as pictured above.  Epicormic shoots, or water 
sprouts, are shoots that grow from trees after stress or injury to compensate for the loss 
of productive leaf surface.  These shoots appear as vigorous new growth below the 
damaged parts of the tree. 



 
 
 

 
Controlling the spread of emerald ash borer begins with keeping ash trees healthy and 
unstressed. The insect is usually spread through human activities, such as moving 
infested firewood. Prevent ash borer by inspecting firewood closely before purchasing,  
buy locally when possible. Do not transport firewood if you live in an area that has an ash 
borer population. Identifying ash trees is another step to lessen ash borer damage. 
Insecticidal treatments may slow damage to trees that are valued for shade or historic 
purposes. Ash tree borer treatment should be applied in May before the adult insects 
emerge. Ash tree borer treatment is not needed until symptoms are visible on your ash 
trees. Symptoms include D-shaped exit holes and bark splitting on your ash trees. 

 

Spotted Lanternflies 

 
 DESCRIPTION 

 Adult lanternflies have a black head and gray-brown forewings adorned with the eponymous black spots. When resting, the crimson 
hindwings are partially visible through the semi-translucent forewings, giving the lanternfly a red cast. Neatly spaced black rectangular 
markings color the tips of the forewings in a pattern sometimes likened to brick and mortar. In flight, the spotted lanternfly displays red 
hind wings with black spots on the proximal third, a white wedge in the middle of the wing, and a solid black wing tip. The abdomen is 
yellowish with black and white bands on the top and bottom. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Proximal


 
 
 

 

The spotted lanternfly, an invasive insect has increased significantly in New Jersey since last 
year.  It can suck the life out of some trees and continues to destroy vegetation. 

The citizen science reporting at Rutgers University sites a 1,300% increase in reports this year 
over last year. State and federal wildlife officials say killing the insect is the best plan of action 
if spotted, even though that advice is not often given for problem bugs outside.  
 
Aside from killing individual lanternflies, residents are also advised to remove and destroy any 
egg masses of the spotted lanternfly. Those look like small grayish blobs of putty and are 
usually attached to trees. 

 

A sign of damage by Spotted Lantern Flies 

   

The spotted lanternfly (SLF) only attack vegetation and are no immediate threat to 
people or pets. These insects feed on and damage many plants, including 
economically important crops such as fruit trees, grapevines, hops, hardwoods, and 
ornamentals. If you have SLF on your property, you can use traps to kill them and 
possibly reduce damage to your trees. Currently, the most effective trap for SLF is a 
sticky band wrapped around the trunks of trees. SLF nymphs and adults are trapped 
in the sticky barrier as they crawl up from the ground onto the trunks and move 
upward to feed on the tree. Sticky bands are a non-chemical method of killing, they 
are relatively easy to install, and they can be a good option for residential 
landscapes.  

 
 
 
 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/resources/pests-diseases/hungry-pests/the-threat/spotted-lanternfly/spotted-lanternfly
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/resources/pests-diseases/hungry-pests/the-threat/spotted-lanternfly/spotted-lanternfly


 
 
 
How to get rid of lanternflies naturally: 
• Remove the eggs. You can reduce, control, and manage spotted lanternfly populations in 

your yard by reducing the number. 
• Spray lanternfly with Dawn dish soap. You can spray Dawn dish soap directly on them to kill 

them almost right away.  
• Sticky bands. You can make your DIY sticky bands at home as a trap to the spotted 

lanternflies. 
There are several important things to consider when installing a sticky band, 
especially how to avoid catching unintended, non-target creatures (e.g., bees, 
butterflies, and mammals), often referred to as bycatch. There is no way to prevent 
SLF from moving on to your property; and using traps alone may not eliminate SLF. 

 

The Spotted Lanternfly causes serious damage in trees including oozing sap, wilting, leaf 
curling, and tree dieback. In addition to tree damage, when spotted lanternflies feed, they 
excrete a sugary substance, called honeydew, that encourages the growth of black sooty 
mold. This mold is harmless to people, and it causes damage to plants.  

Affected species: 

• Willow 
• Maple 
• Poplar 
• Prunus spp. (plums, cherries, peaches, nectarines, apricots) 
• Apple 
• Pine 
• Grape Vines 
• Tree of Heaven 

 
In mid-summer, around July, the nymphs will develop into adults. The adults will then 
mate, and the females will lay eggs in late summer through early fall. The next generation 
of eggs are dormant over the winter months while the adults die in late fall. 
 
From early fall to late spring check on and around host trees for the muddy-brown egg 
masses. From late spring to early fall watch for dark streaks of sap flowing down the bark 
of trees. (This is caused by the SLF piercing the bark of the tree to access the sap.) 
Infested trees may also have honeydew secretions at their bases which usually becomes 
covered in a black sooty mold over time. The exposed sap and honeydew can cause 
increased numbers of bees and wasps to hang around. The sure sign of an SLF problem 
is finding the adults congregating on a tree of heaven in the fall. 



 
 
 

Protect Young Trees from Cicadas 
 

 
 

DESCRIPTION 
Insect with two pairs of membranous wings, prominent compound eyes, and three simple eyes (ocelli). The size of Cicadas range 
from  medium to large (2 to 5 cm (0.8 to 2 inches).  

Cicadas (Cicadoidea) make headlines every 13 or 17 years.  2021 is the emergent year 
for cicadas in New Jersey. 

Cicadas cause more aesthetic damage than anything, but certain varieties of young 
trees suffer from drooping branches within a few weeks of an emergence unless you 
protect them. 

Annual cicadas will emerge every late spring or early summer as temperatures rise. 

Scientists aren't totally sure why some cicadas appear exactly every 13 or 17 years. One 
evolutionary theory: By emerging all at once, the cicadas can better stave off predators 
and keep their populations large. Another guess is that the cicadas have somehow tuned 
in to historical cycles and appear when predatory bird populations are lower. 

Though cicadas spend the majority of their lives underground, you'll know that they've 
been in your yard thanks to the distinctive calling cards they leave behind: Tan-colored 
skins stuck to your trees.  Cicadas can also harm twigs while laying their eggs. The cicada 
makes a little incision on the twig for her eggs, which may kill off the end of the twig. This 
damage is usually harmless to established trees. Small trees can become severely 
damaged or even die if cicadas are out in full force. 

    

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/compound


 
 
 
Signs of cicadas damage… 

 

Adult cicadas like to feast on the young twigs of trees and shrubs. Their favorite foods? 
Oak, maple, willow, and ash trees—but really, they will eat just about anything. The 
underground nymphs, meanwhile, feed on the juices from plant roots. 

Periodical (13 – 17 year infestation) cicadas can cause more damage to plants in a short 
time because of their mass emergence and feeding. Annual cicadas do not usually cause 
permanent damage to their host plants. 

 

 

How to get rid of cicadas: 

People can spray cicadas off trees with a garden hose or put something like mesh or 
cheesecloth around the trunk to prevent cicadas from crawling up the tree. 

If you have a severe cicada infestation that really is harming your trees, you may need to 
call in a professional exterminator. 

 

 

https://www.realtor.com/advice/home-improvement/plants-shrubs-thatll-wreck-yard-ruin-life/


 
 
 
References: 

Recipe for spraying Spotted Lanternflies: 

• 1 cup dish soap 
• 1 cup water 
• Spray bottle 

 
How to make it: 

• Combine the dish soap and water together into a spray bottle. 
• Swirl gently until they mix together. 

 
How to use it: 

• You can spray this mixture directly onto lanternflies to kill them. The sticky mixture will easily drown them in 
soap and you can even use this DIY pesticide on lanternfly eggs. Of course, you should always scrape off 
the eggs after you spray them just to be sure. 

• If you decide to go around spraying this stuff all over the bugs, be sure to clean up the dead lanternflies from 
your home or tree. If you don’t, they’ll leave behind the black honeydew mold afterward which can ruin your 
home. 

• You can mist the solution all over your trees, plants, shrubs, or anywhere else you suspect them to be. 
They’ll be killed nearly instantly by this powerful mixture. 

 
Sticky bands 
You can make your DIY sticky bands at home as a trap to catch Spotted Lanternflies. These sticky bands are also 
known as sticky tape or flypaper. 

They’re easy to make at home. All you’ll need is the following: 
• Pack of paper lunch bags 
• ½ cup sugar 
• 4 tablespoons water 
• ½ cup corn syrup 
• Clothesline 
• Clothespins 
• Saucepan 

How to make sticky tape: 
• Add the sugar, water, and corn syrup together in a pan over the stove on low heat. 
• Stir until everything dissolves. 
• Take a paper lunch bag and start cutting it into long, thin strips of “tape.” 
• Take each piece of tape and dip it into the mixture. 
• Both sides will be coated. Remove the now sticky tape. 
• Hang them on a clothesline to dry. 

 

 

https://www.state.nj.us/agriculture/divisions/pi/pdf/SLFReportingGuidelines.pdf 

https://plant-pest-advisory.rutgers.edu/invasive-emerald-ash-borer-detected-in-new-jersey 

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/cicadas-are-coming-to-the-dmv-in-2021-but-some-have-
already-started-emerging/ar-BB15ot0j 

https://www.state.nj.us/agriculture/divisions/pi/pdf/SLFReportingGuidelines.pdf
https://plant-pest-advisory.rutgers.edu/invasive-emerald-ash-borer-detected-in-new-jersey
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/cicadas-are-coming-to-the-dmv-in-2021-but-some-have-already-started-emerging/ar-BB15ot0j
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/cicadas-are-coming-to-the-dmv-in-2021-but-some-have-already-started-emerging/ar-BB15ot0j
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